A review of the magister graduate´s concert of Ondřej Vrabec
(Hynek Farkač, conductor, pedagogue of the Prague Conservatoire and Academy of Performing Arts in Prague)
 

On 20. April 2007 in Rudofinum, the magister graduate´s concert of Ondřej Vrabec took place. The Moravian Philharmonic Olomouc played, the soloist role was assigned to the pianist Stanislav Gallin. A demanding program – R. Straus: The Death and Redemption, P. I. Tchaikovsky: Concerto No.1 in b flat minor for piano and orchestra, op 23; D. Shostakovich: Symphony No.5 in d minor, op. 47 – caused that the concert was awaited with a great curiosity and suspense. That also concerned the orchestra MFO, as we know that the named pieces are very demanding for all parts of the orchestra both from the point of view of technique and from the point of view of expression. The concert itself positively surpassed all expectations and surely not only mine. The conductor Vrabec did an excellent and concentrated performance during the whole program, both as regards the expression of his personality on the podium in front of the orchestra and as regards his advanced conductor technique, clear and readable gesture, which not only leaded the orchestra reliably but was also duly inspiring. It was dynamically plastic, contrastive, colourful and duly rhythmically communicative. The conductor's interpretation seemed convincing and it indicated a deep understanding of the named pieces (in some zones it was even tastefully innovative, for example the work with agogics in the 2nd sentence of the Shostakovich`s Symphony). Also the solo performance of the pianist Gallin was carried out on an excellent level. In Mr. Vrabec he found a reliable and sensitive partner, the orchestra did not drown the soloist, it was in a sound harmony with the soloist and in some places the conductor was even supporting the soloist (especially in the quick rhythmical passages). In summary, we were witnesses of a beautiful concert and excellent performances of the graduates Vrabec and Gallin. The orchestra deserves a great appreciation as well. I think in the framework of graduating concerts of the Academy of Performing Arts, this concert was unique and Ondřej Vrabec undoubtedly deserves full absolutorium.
